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Sing-a-long: The 
biggest concert of 
the week will be held 
at the 02 Arena in 
London on Sunday 
(22). Pakistani rock 
god Atif Aslam will 
be delivering a pow-
er-packed perform-
ances with a full live 
band. He will be sup-
ported on the night by top British Asian 
dance group Bolly Flex, with another singer 
being added to the line-up. Log onto www.
flexfxproductions.com to find out more.

Date: Two interesting speed-dating events 
will be taking place at the Gherkin Tower in 
central London on Saturday (21). There will 
be a speed-dating event for Hindu Gujaratis 
and one for Hindu Punjabis. There will be a 
chance to mingle after the one-to-one inter-
actions have ended. For more information, 
log onto www.asiand8events.com

Dance: Get swept up 
in the beauty of clas-
sical Indian dance at 
the Drum Theatre in 
Birmingham on Sun-
day (22). Based on 
the work of Rabin-
dranath Tagore and 
presented by Ranjana 
Gauhar (pictured), 
Chitrangada is an 

odissi dance performance about a warrior 
princess from Indian epic Mahabharata who 
falls in love with the mighty Arjuna. To find 
out more about the performance, which finds 
a middle ground between the classical and 
contemporary, go to www.the-drum.org.uk.

Enjoy: This year’s Alchemy festival will con-
clude with a number of events that includes 
a joyous celebration of South Asian dance at 
Southbank Centre in central London. Up 
and coming artists from across the UK will 
deliver dance performances in disciplines 
that include kathak, bharatanatyam and Bol-
lywood at this not to be missed free event on 
Sunday (22). Log onto www.southbankcen 
tre.co.uk to find out more.

Appreciate: One very interesting exhibition 
that you should 
check out is Raga-
mala Paintings From 
India: Poetry, Pas-
sion, Song that is on 
at the Dulwich Pic-
ture Gallery in Lon-
don until May 27. A 
ragamala or ‘garland 
of ragas’ is a set of 
miniature paintings 
depicting various musical modes of Indian 
music. Each painting is accompanied by a 
brief caption or poem that describes the 
mood of each raga. Log onto www.dulwich 
picturegallery.org.uk to find out more.

Buy: Bollywood funnyman Johnny Lever will 
be delivering a fun-filled stand-up comedy 
show at De Montfort Hall in Leicester on 
May 6. The legendary comedian will head-
line a show titled, erm, Laugh Till You Fart, 
and deliver his unique brand of desi hu-
mour. He will be supported by rising stars 
Gaurav Sharma and D Mahesh during an 
evening that is sure to make you laugh. Pick 
up tickets from www.demontforthall.co.uk

Learn: The Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan in Lon-
don offers an array of courses to those who 
are interested in reconnecting with their cul-
tural roots. There are opportunities to learn 
skills like Indian dance, yoga, classical sing-
ing and an array of sub-continental languag-
es. Log onto www.bhavan.net to find out 
more about these and other courses.

By PriyA MuLji

THE Curry Lounge got its first taste 
of publicity when it appeared on 
Ramsey’s Kitchen Nightmares a few 
years ago. Gordon wasn’t a fan at 
the time, so I set out on a mission 
of my own to test whether the res-
taurant was still a nightmare or had 
now become a dream destination.

Located in the heart of Notting-
ham, we were greeted by a friendly 
waiter who showed us to our booth. 
All tables are given a bottle of tap 
water and offered poppadoms, 
which were served with five sauces.

For drinks, I ordered a large glass 
of red wine and my brother a King-

fisher. The décor has pretty much 
remained the same over the years, 
with plush leather chairs and fibre 
optic coloured lights hanging from 
the ceiling in the centre of the res-
taurant. The prices are average for 
restaurants based in a city centre.

For starters, I had Amritsari Fish, 
which I found a little plain and it 
needed the sauce to add flavour. 
My brother had the Rajasthani 
chicken, a special for the restaurant 
and the highlight of our meal as the 
head chef was from Rajasthan.

The chicken which was well pre-
pared and for those who like their 
food hot and spicy, yet very tasty, 
this is a must-have starter. For 

main, I had the desi-style butter 
chicken, which was sweet and 
spicy. My brother had the tradition-
al lamb balti and we shared pilau 
rice and a plain naan. Both dishes 
were delicious.

The lamb, which is marinated for 
two days, was well-cooked and 
nicely spiced, and the desi style 
butter chicken was a great twist on 
a ubiquitous butter chicken.

For dessert we had the Mumbai 
mud pie, which was like cookie 
dough in a cake! The perfect end to 
a lovely meal. Overall, for those 
who enjoy a treat in an ambient 
restaurant, the Curry Lounge pro-
vides a great night out.

by Fahmina
By Anjali Mehta

InfluentIal Women (Past and Present)

Curry Lounge 110 upper Parliament street, nottingham, nG1 6lf; 0115 941 8844; www.currylounge.co.ukrestaurant review

My
Aishwarya rai 
Bachchan: The ultimate 
beauty icon and some-
one I have grown up ad-
miring. She is often re-
garded in the media as 
‘one of the most beauti-
ful women in the world’. 
An ordinary woman 
who won Miss World, 
she became a leading 
figure in Bollywood, a 
brand ambassador for 
various charities, organ-
isations and campaigns, 
as well as marrying into 
‘Bollywood royalty’. An 
eastern beauty widely 
recognised in the west-
ern world.

jane Austen (1775-
1817): Still so popular 
long after her death, 
Jane Austen remains 
one the most famous fe-
male authors. She wrote 
great novels such as 
Pride and Prejudice, 
Northanger Abbey and 
Emma during a time 
when female authors 
were very rare and un-
common, helping pave 
the way for future wom-
en writers.

Oprah Winfrey: The 
queen of daytime televi-
sion has ruled the small 
screen and become an 
astute businesswoman. 
Starting life from im-
poverish roots, she has 
gone on to build a me-
dia empire as well as 
being named as one the 
most influential women 
by Forbes Magazine.

Diana, Princess of 
Wales (1961-1997): The 
late Princess Diana 
combined the appeal of 
royalty with a real com-
passion towards char-
ity work.

Mother Theresa (1910-
1997): Awarded the No-
ble Peace Prize for de-
voting her life and care 
to the poor. Her charita-
ble missions saw her 
personally care for thou-
sands of sick and dying 
people in Calcutta. 

Marie Curie (1867-
1934): She was the first 
ever woman to be 
awarded the Noble 
Peace Prize, not once 
but twice, for science-
based categories. She 
was also being behind 
the first ever develop-
ment of x-ray machines. 
Marie Curie’s name lives 
on in the name of pro-
viding care for terminal-
ly ill patients.

Coco Chanel (1883-
1971): Renowned for 
her innovative and crea-
tive style through the 
20th century taking tra-
ditional male clothing 
and redesigning them 
for a female market. 
This in itself was inno-
vative and revolutionary 
in clothing design.

Marilyn Monroe (1926-
1962): She went from 
starting life in poverty 
to becoming an iconic 
actress whose films 
were moderately suc-
cessful. However she 
was famed for her glam-
our, sophistication and 
photogenic good looks.

Kimora Lee Simmons: 
A career that begun as a 
young model spotted by 
fashion house Chanel, 
she is now iconic in the 
fashion and entertain-
ment industry. What’s 
most admirable about 
Kimora is her support to 
charitable organisations 
mainly focusing on 
helping the disadvan-
taged youth.

Kim Kardashian: Media 
mogul, businesswoman 
and beauty icon made 
famous by the 20th cen-
tury trend of reality TV. 
The perception of beau-
ty was changed to it 
now being acceptable to 
being dark and curvy.

n Fahmina is a top Brit-
ish Asian model. Log on-
to www.facebook.com/
fahminac to find out 
more about her.
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