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TALENTED musicians Manj and 
Amma went from performing 
live with top bhangra acts, in-
cluding their own band Saqi, to 
becoming in-demand DJs. 

Their acclaimed Saqi Roadshow 
have been entertaining at wed-
dings since February 2000. They 
have seen the wedding scene 
evolve over time from a single DJ 
playing music to a full live show 
including lights and musicians.

They have also witnessed a 
changing trend in music, with 
more English songs being played 
at Asian weddings. 

Eastern Eye caught up with 
Manj to talk about the wedding 
DJ experience.

What advice would you give 
couples selecting a wedding DJ?
As well as being a massive event 
in someone’s life, it is also a mas-
sive expense. You want your 
guests leaving fulfilled. Yes, the 
food, décor and ambiance is ex-
tremely important, but the quality 
of the entertainment is key too.

Compared to when we started, 
there are so many more DJs vying 
for business and that is why it’s 
vital to do your research. Check 
that the DJ has a proven track 
record by speaking to friends, 
relatives or previous clients. It is 
also easy to check them out now 
with social media.

Also, does the DJ have the rele-
vant paperwork in order to per-
form at your wedding? More and 
more venues require the DJ to 
have liability insurance, their 
equipment tested and necessary 
risk assessments carried out.

So it’s not just about playing 
music, is it?
Weddings have their own chal-
lenges, whether it is a drunk 
guest badgering you to play their 
track or the aunty at the front of 
the dance floor pulling a face at 
every track you play. It is impor-
tant that the DJ has patience and 
can adapt to the situation.  

How do you select a play list for 
a wedding?
It comes from experience – we 
know what works and what 
doesn’t. It is, however, important 
to appreciate that one shoe 
doesn’t fit all. The basic playlist 
won’t change much. I always ask 
the client to give me an idea of 
the type of music they like. On 
occasions, we have set up an on-
line file, where guests can add 
tracks they would like played. 
The one point I always make to 
clients is to let us use our profes-
sional judgment. A good DJ will 
always be able to read the crowd. 

Which are the most popular 
songs couples select?
Most couples have a song that is 
special to them. However, we of-

ten get asked to suggest a few 
songs so they can choose. Popu-
lar tracks at the moment include 
Thinking Out Loud by Ed Sheer-
an, All Of Me by John Legend, 
Soch Na Sake from Airlift, Tum 
Hi Ho from Aashiqui 2, Tere Sang 
Yaara from Rustom and Akhiyan 
by Rahat Fateh Ali Khan. Then 
there are classics like Teri Ore 
from Singh is Kinng, Pehli Nazar 
from Race, Yeh Vaada Raha title 
track and Vaada from Khakhee.

Have you had any strange musi-
cal requests?
(Laughs) There have been many. 
The one that stands out for me is 
being asked to play Peer Tere 
Jaan Di (the pain of you leaving) 
by Gurdas Maan as a first dance. 
The couple liked the song, but 
clearly had no idea what the lyrics 
meant. So after a chat with my 
interpreter’s hat on, we changed 
to something more appropriate.

Another one was having Hot-
stepper as the bride and groom’s 
entrance song. I had my reserva-
tions, but we went with it and it 
was one of the best entrances ev-
er. They had the moves.

Which is the most memorable 
wedding you have DJed at?
It’s nice DJing at some beautiful 
venues around the UK like Cha-
teau Impney in Droitwich, Hey-
throp Park, Oxford, Longleat, 
Warwick Castle, some amazing 
hotels and sports grounds among 
others. We have also been fortu-
nate enough to DJ at many desti-
nation weddings in India, Dubai 
and around Europe. 

However, a recent wedding in 
Florence stands out. The venue 
was top class and had character. 
We were there for three days with 
well-organised events on each 
day. The civil ceremony, the jago/
mehndi and the main day itself 
generated a fantastic family at-
mosphere. To top it off, we man-
aged to find a rustic Italian res-
taurant and had the best pizza 
and pasta ever.

There are others that were spe-
cial, such as one in Windsor, 
where the mandap ceremony 
was outside on a beautiful day, 
with the bride arriving by boat.

Finally, what is the best part of 
DJing at a wedding?
Being able to do something that 
we’re really passionate about and 
using our skills and experience to 
make someone’s day amazing.
Whether it is a simple DJ set-up 
or a massive production, it’s ex-
citing working with other suppli-
ers and planners to create the 
couple’s vision and it’s a buzz 
when it all comes together.

Visit www.saqiroadshow.com and 
Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat & In-
stagram @saqiroadshow for more.

Manj: Soundtrack to a wedding

ANISHA GORECHA DESCRIBES HER WEDDING, OUTFITS AND WHAT BEING MARRIED MEANS TO HER
‘You have someone who’s there for you’


