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This ranges from buying some-
thing in an Oxfam shop, a cash 
donation online, volunteering 
some of their time, spreading the 
word about a campaign or opening 
a dialogue with their local MP. 

Bronstein added: “With people 
now having their own problems 
with recession and the way indi-
viduals are bombarded with so 
much information, it’s hard to get 
through with stories from miles 
away. But I do want to assure peo-
ple that their donations and sup-
port is critical to this change. 

“It’s been shown that people can 
be and are continually very gener-
ous when it comes to giving to 
emergencies and making a long 

term change in people’s lives. Peo-
ple who want to make a contribu-
tion to Oxfam can visit www.ox 
fam.org.uk, where there are vari-
ous options available. 

“Right now, Oxfam is responding 
to 26 emergency situations world-
wide in hard-hit countries. Our 
scheme online called Top Project 
enables people to choose what 
project they want to donate to. 

“Then every year we have the 
‘Unwrapped’ catalogue, which 
has a variety of schemes you can 
support by buying a certain gift 
going towards something spe-
cific to a community, for exam-
ple to support We Can people 
can buy a change makers kit.”

Oxfam: Making a difference
PUT down that phone right now and stop 
checking to see if he has texted you. You 
texted him last, so don’t get in touch to ‘just 
to see how he is’ or to find out the 
answer to a pointless question. 
If he is interested, then 
he’ll surely be 
in touch.

I myself have 
gone through 
the pathetic 
phase of asking 
myself questions 
like: ‘Why doesn’t 
he like me?’ or 
‘What’s wrong with 
me?’. These are ques-
tions anyone who has ever 
faced heartbreak or rejection would have 
asked themselves time and time again. 

If you are one of these girls, there is noth-
ing wrong with you! It is men making you 
think that there is, when in fact they are just 
too cowardly to let you know that they just 
aren’t interested. (This fact about being cow-
ardly has been admitted by many men).  

The truth remains that when it comes to 
being upfront and telling a girl they don’t 
like her, men are scared of being emotionally 
interrogated by women. They would much 
rather be silent and wish away the problem 
rather than face reality.

This harsh reality got me thinking and 
prompted me to ask some men about signs 
they give if they are not ‘into’ a girl during or 
after a date. I wanted to find out how they 

would act and spoke to a di-
verse group of males who 
told me about the signs a guy 
would give out if he was in-
terested (or not).

Leaning in towards the girl, 
making her laugh, being a lit-
tle cocky if he is confident and 
maintaining eye contact are 
good signs as is joking about 
there being a next time. Inter-
ested guys will wait a couple of 
days after the date to make con-
tact because they stupidly don’t 
want to seem too keen and will 
then ask for another date. 

Interested guys won’t say: ‘I 
like you’ after a first date unless 
they are players and will work to-
wards it by increasing the fre-
quency of the contact.

So what are the signs afterwards 
if the guy is not into the girl? The 
main fact that arose was that a guy 
would avoid the girl and maybe 
her calls, not make first contact 
and be cold or unresponsive if the 
girl does make contact. The disin-
terested guy will (possibly) say: ‘We 
should be friends’, which is the clas-
sic cop out for a lot of men. 

They would sound really uninter-
ested and make up lame excuses 
about work being really busy. Guys 
can be busy, but if they don’t offer an 
alternative date, know that this is them 
blowing you off. Men can be rude on a 

first date if they don’t like the girl and if it’s 
not happening most men won’t talk about the 
long term, relationships and family. Also they 
won’t want to stick around and won’t suggest 
future dates after that initial meeting is over.

Many of the men I spoke to thought they 
should be more honest, but in the real world 
that doesn’t happen and the girl is left to 
look for telltale signs. She has to put up with 
silences and rely on guesswork, intuition and 
advice from close friends. It’s almost like be-
ing in a poker game and trying to guess the 
hand the opponent has. Do we like this situ-
ation? No. Do we accept it, so we don’t look 
like needy psychos? Begrudgingly, yes! So get 
ready to gamble at the table of love and hope 
you have a winning hand. Good luck.

Follow Priya Mulji on www.twitter.com/priyamulji 
or log onto http://priyamulji.wordpress.com

He’s just not that into you
n Two-thirds of all children 
denied school are girls.
n Women earn only ten 
per cent of the world’s in-
come, yet they work two-
thirds of the world’s work-
ing hours.
n Domestic violence is the 
single biggest cause of in-
jury and death to women 
worldwide.
n Women hold only 14 per 
cent of the world’s govern-
mental seats.
n Oxfam has been working 
in India since 1950, in 
Bangladesh since 1971 and 
Pakistan since 1973.
n The right to gender 
equality underpins all 
Oxfam’s work across 
the world.
n Oxfam’s advocacy and 
lobbying work with its 
partners on violence 
against women in Bangla-
desh was successful in get-
ting the government of 
Bangladesh to pass the Ac-
id Crimes Control Act, 2002 
against acid violence.

Did You Know?
FIGHTING THE CAUSE: A poster from We Can’s 

‘Together for Change’ event in Kathmandu and Nepal

UNITED: Children at a 

secondary school in 

India pledge never to 

commit or tolerate 
violence against woman 

RELIEF: Oxfam’s efforts in the Pakistan Floods
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