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Although the festive cheer of wedding 
season has now gone, there are still echoes 
of disapproving voices ringing in the ears of 
single girls who haven’t found a life partner 
yet. those who are nearing the end of their 
twenties or firmly entrenched in their thir-
ties will get judged by these voices, be told 
they will never find someone, or worse still 
be advised to get married to a guy from 
some sub-continental village.

Are these gorgeous, attractive, intelligent 
women single because career has taken over 
marriage and babies or is it because they are 
unwilling to settle for second best? And why 
does society still put pressure on us British 
Asian women to find a partner before work-
ing towards that ultimate job, calling us 
fussy because we have dreams we want to 
pursue. they, along with prospective hus-
bands, don’t seem to realise that we women 
can multi-task and are able to balance a suc-
cessful marriage with being able to engage 
in stimulating conversation and a high pay-
ing job. Surely that should be enough to at-
tract an intellectually equivalent partner. 
the answer is sadly a big nope!

Parents and prospective partners think 
that if you are in your thirties and haven’t 
had any babies, your life is already over! the 
scrutiny that these very successful financial-
ly secure women in their thirties face is un-
fairly immense.

If you are one of these glorious goddesses, 
then remember life isn’t all about doing what 
other want. Don’t let yourself be forced to 
settle for someone just because you think it 
is what you ‘should’ be doing. think about 
yourself, get married only when you are 
ready and don’t be afraid to say no. Easier 
said than done of course, but these days we 
do hope that Asian parents understand a 
woman’s predicament.

Don’t get me wrong, there is nothing 
wrong with wanting to get married and have 
babies. there’s nothing wrong with getting 
married at 18, however it shouldn’t have to 
be the ‘be all and end all’ of a woman’s life. I 
know people who have met their partners 
when they were young and lived happily ev-
er after because they have mutual respect 
for each other. But if your dream is to be-
come a surgeon, actress or high-powered 
corporate magnate don’t let anyone, includ-
ing family pressures, stop you from the want 
of saving people’s lives, winning an oscar or 
influencing the business world.

We are women; we must change the world 
and not be glorified chefs or baby making 
machines. Men need to be willing to compro-
mise and let us chase our dreams, and there 
are many men like that. times changes, 
thoughts change and people change. We must 
move with the times. Don’t let society dictate 
what you should and shouldn’t be doing.
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Do you like being famous?
I think fame is a by-product of be-
ing fortunate enough to be doing 
what I love doing most – acting. I 
am so blessed and fortunate to be 
in this position. It is extremely 
humbling. There are a few down-
sides such as the invasion into 
your private and personal life, but 
it is something you have to live 
with. I am just so thankful for the 
opportunities that I have been 
given and I wouldn’t want to 
change anything.

If you could do any other career 
what would it be?
If I wasn’t an actor, I would prob-
ably working in an MNC as I have 
pursued my MBA.

What other films do you have on 
the way?
Among my other Hindi projects, I 
am reading a few different scripts, 
which when finalised, I can for-
mally announce and talk about. I 
am currently shooting for Tere 
Naal Love Ho Gaya opposite 
Riteish Deshmukh.

Tell us something not many peo-
ple know about you?
I was a national level football 
player growing up.

How do you feel when people de-
scribe you as sexy?
It’s extremely flattering, but I 
don’t perceive myself as sexy. I 
know it is something that people 
expect an actress to be but I’m 
just a normal kind of girl who 
hangs about at home in jeans or 
sweats. Any sort of compliment is 
always nice and I like to be recog-
nised more for the work I do.

Is there one acting role from the 
East or West that you wished you 
had done?
(Smiles) In all honesty, not as yet 
as I still feel there is a long way to 
go in my career. Maybe ask me 
that again in 10 years time.

Quick Q&A with 
Genelia D’Souza

Being single vs.
chasing your dreams


